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PRESS guidance: OPERATIGN TO RESCUE* HOSTAGES 



It is suggested that you check baelt r.«^-vj4 

additional info^atioi later toda^ ^'^'^^"^^y'' expect to have 



initial' white house STAIEMENT (EEIiASED APPROX 



0100 EST 25 APRIL) ATTACHED 





UP -05 7 

R W 

(SMUCGLERS) 

UASltlNCTON CUPI) - A GROUP OF SMUnOLERS STUMBLED ON THE IRANIAN 
DESERT STAGING AREA FOR THE U.S. MILITARY FORCE THAT TRIED TO RESCUE 
THE HOSTAGES, BUT RAN AWAY INSTEAD OF REPORTING THE INCIDENT TO 
AUTHORITIES, A WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL SAID TODAY, 

AT ONE POINT, A BUS WITH 5 3 PERSONS ON BOARD WAS STOPPED BY 
AT^ERICAN TROOPS ON THE ROAD NEAR THE STAGING ABOUT 200 MILES 
SOUTHEAST OF TEHRAN, THE RESCUE PARTY DETAINED THE PASSENGERS. 

THEN A TRUCK AND A CAR WERE SEETJ COMING DOWN THE ROADWAY. THE 
as. TROOPS "STOPPED THE TRUCK," SAID THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL. 

"THE TRUCK WAS RELUCTANT TO STOP AND. THEY FORCED IT TO. THE FELLOW 
WHO WAS DRIVING JUMPED OUT AND RAN AROUND, JU^IPED INTO THE SEDAN AND 
THEY WENT OFF THE ROAD, HEADING ACROSS THE DESERT," HE SAID. 

"I UNDERSTAND IT IS THE TRADITIONAL PATH OF SMUGGLERS IN THE AREA. 
THERE WAS A GENERAL INCLINATION TO BEHD/E THAT THE LAST PLACE THAT 
PEOPLE IN THAT CAR WERE GOING WAS TO THE LOCAL GENDARMES - AND 
APPARENTLY THEY DIDN'T." 
UPI 04-25 03:02 PES 
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r^r^^:''r(i^ white house . - • • . - .-^Cc 

B^i'THE PRESIDENT:* ^' '.v. 
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I cancelled a "carefully ^ 
^^^Jfjpia^ operation which was undervay^in Iran to position bur rescue ^ 
^^vi::^: tc<^ra for . later withdrawal of . American hostages jyho have beeh held ; • 



^^^jSV'^captive , there, s^i nee . November '4th,' ;. -V : : V- ' 

^L^f^S^lf'^-^^^?^^^-'^^ in the 'rescue helicopters -made it 

^]^??&necessary to e As our -team was withdrawing, - after 

§%T^Tny order to do so, : two of our Jimerican aircraft collided on the 

ground ' following a refueling operation in a remote desert :location 
in Iran."' Other information about this rescue mission will be made 
ailable to the American people when it is appropriate to do so. 

i^f: j: " \r ' ^ ^^>/^ There^^ w^ no fighting; there was no combat. ' But to 
jny deep regret,^* eight of. the crewmen of the two aircr'aft which 
collided were killed/ and several other Americans were hurt in the 
accident. 




Our people were immediately airlifted from Iran, Those * 
who were injured have- gotten medical treatment^and all of them are " 

g^"^ v^expec t ed _;to^ r .■ ■ -^^^ y **'^,.■: v*- *• 

- "^'No ' knowle^ge^ of this operation by any Trnniaii officials:- >^ 




"was certain to be difficult and It was certain to be dangerous. We 

were all convinced that if and when the rescue operation had been 
.. coiru-ncncod thnt it hnd an .e^<cellent chnnce of ciiccefis. 1 Th^y were 

all. volunteers? they^werc all highly trained. I mot with their 
^^^adors before they- went on this operation. They V.new then v^hat 
^jBRpos of mine andVof ail Americans they carried with them- 




. .* '> '. ' : 1 To. -the .*f ami 15 es -of those . who d ied and who weo'erwounded^ * ' *- 

zu- /kT V'^"*^. to expre'iis the .:v>dnnj.^ ..fc'el-^jTor,: the. cou''i:hge of . tne^^^^^i-:. 

.1 oved ones a ndi.tfic sorrow;: that I rcel^pefsonally Tor ' the i r . sacrif icel.- - ' 



pJuLOrtlVG IS THE TEXT. OF 
MtSIDENT.. .fc-«BA-sj£s SHOULD 



A STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE 
AT THEIR DISCRETIO^^ CO.NVEY 



STATEMENT TO APPROPRIATE HOST 
AT. THE EARLIEST T I^E " - 



;UBSTANCE- p> THE 
i:i^ENT^i?f¥''ICIALS 
[eGIN TEXT: . v ''^-'-iv> ■'■ - . - - 

THE PRESIDE.'JT HAS ORDERED THE' CANCELLATION' OF AN OPERATION r": 
IS IRAN WHICH r^AS UNDERWAY' TO PREPARE FOR* A RESCUE OF OUH 
HOSTAGES* The MISSION bAS TERMINATED BECAUSE OF EOUIP- . . 
MENT FAILURE, . DURINC^THE SUBSEQUENT WITHDRAWAL OF . • - 
AMERICAN PERSONNEL THERE WAS A COLLISION BETWEEN OUR 
AIRCRAFT UN .THE GROUND AT A REMOTE DESERT LUCATIOW IN IRANV 
THERE y.ERE. VO'HiLITARY HOSTlLITItSr BUT THE PRESIDENT • 
DEEPLY REGRETS THAT EIGHT AMERICAN CRE*<' ME»^tiERS OF THE 
,T^-D AIRCRAFT. VlRE KILLED AND OTHERS. rtERc I-vJURtO I^' THE ' J- 
"accident, - AMERICANS INVOLVED IN THE -0«^Eft"ATl ON HAVE N.Oiir . 
BEEN AIRLIFTED FROM . IRAN AND. THOSE WHO WE-RE INJURED -ARE f 
BEING GIVE^ MEDICAL- TREATHENT- AND ARE EXPECTED TO 

;REC3VtR* ^Z;::^ - :^rC^;;>^^i^MT^^^ ..O ' Ir-J- 

THIS MISSI ON rtAS NOT NOTJVAf ED B Y* HOSTiLlVY TO.^ARD I^AN 
.DR -THE IRANIAN PEOPLE AND T^ERE bERE K*D* l><ANlAh' . . 

CASUALTIES, ■ '^>•:^y?■•"v-^^^^^^ ■" ' : ■ " : V ' " - - 




PREPARATIONS F.OR'THIS RESCUE MISSION ^IHE ORDERED FOR 
H U^N ITARI AN "REASONSi. TO PROTECT THE NATIONAL INTERESTS 
D^HIS COUNTRYr AND TO ALLEVIATE INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS. 
tS^RESIDENT ACCEPTS. FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE * 
DECISION TO ATTEMPT TO RESCUE. 



THE NATION IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO 1 HE BRAVE MtN ^HO wERE 
"preparing to RESCUE. THE HOSTAGES..^ . . ■ C ^>^.v'.>- : V 

TH= UNITED -STATES. CONTINUES TO. HOLD THe'guVERNMENT OF 
IRAV -RESPONSIBLE FOR THE„SAFETY OF - THE. AMEHlCAN HOSTAGES 

TH^ UNITED STATES REMAINS* ^ ToT-OBT^I^^ THEIK • 

= SAF£=-yRELEASE^ AT jTHE ^ARLIUT/ POSSIBLE DATE. ^- t^^^ TExT. 





-^j, *ii^u .^4it^»ri-uiiu ijcj.iijisc jiran; ix: was not dir c*c tod against 

^T^r*^ ofjJCran/d^glt^^^^^ with any feeling of * • . 

■ hostility towaVa ;Tran?or .-its>people^^ caused no Iranian • 

casualties. ' '^^^h^ ■ ." . ' 

'r'rfx\:-Mz:'—\. Planning, for this rescue effort began shortly after • . 
r embassy -was ■seized>^^/But,:.for^^^^^^ reasons/ I waited 

til now to .put -thd feasible, '' * 

-ifthis coinpTcx Vper^tion^^^^ -the^^roduct of intensive planning /i^;^ 

throTjah negotiations' 
an officials - • *-.:: • 

Cas obviously Hhe^^^^ been and -Vv ? 

^PS/??^- ^-U^^^^ had to 'iwa it . my judgment ' tha t th6'M-.^ 

i^ir^Iair^uV^V^iti^^^ould or would not resolve :this prisis on -J ; 

JStheir^n initiative,^ "itt^ ^^"^^^f ^^^f -f^^of the^"' " 

mra^W the-moui,t&g: dangers • that w^re^ posed -to the .^^^^^^ ^^.f ^ .^^ 
S^^st^ges 'themsel^^es^'^hd the .growing' real i nation that thexr • early 
i^^elease was highly unlikely, , I n>aee:.a decision to .^^^^^5 J.;^^^^^ 
'vjrescue operations plans. . .■ ' ' ■ ■ ■' : .•. ' H. '' ' 

^^^S^M^;^^^^ii^t£bpt'"becam^ and a duty:* ^The ' ■;V 

't'^ldin■ess;of 'our team to unaertaVce the rescue .nade it ^^P^^^ely ■ .v,,;. 
practicable. Accordingly, I mode the decxsion to set our.. long 
l^cvoloped plins .into operation. I' ordered thxs rescue """"^ _ 
Wreoared in order, to safeguard An.erican lives, ^° P^°^^<;^ ^ 
tional interest ana to -reduce the tensions xn the world that . .. 



have been caused among .«.ny nations as this crisis -"^i-*^' • 
It was decision to attempt the rescue operation - It was my 
docisiorT to cancel it when probT en,s developed m the P^^^""^" J.^.f^ 
our rescue team' for a future rescue . operation. The responsibility 

^is- fully iny ovm. . 

'^^■■^r}^r/~:i'^^-'^fM£t.fia^^ of : the 'attempt, vc continue to hold 

t^h,?^SSiriunS^t-6f:.i^ l^'^'^'^l ^i,„„ 

.r. . ^ X^^. _ . ^ 1^^.-1^^ i « - v I- o «r xShn have been held so long 



X kno^-tha/o-« entire nation feels..the deep gratitude X feel for. . 
thi ^-^^e ^.en who were prepared to, rescue th.ir " 
caotivity. " -Jvnd, as President, I. also Icnow that tlie nation .. 
v t^onlr^nly mJ^dUaopointnient that the rescue eEfort could.' not : 
be m^unt^J because "of ^ .nech.nical ^dif "f Sccltles._ but nlso .y^deter«inati> 



V- be mounted because oj- iP«:^..«.f*v.«.-. - ^ - . 

-^rto persevere- and to bring, all" of , our hostages, home to £reedom. 






* ^; ■ ■ .; • ■ Ve hdve^been' disop^^ "before. We will not give 

orTin ouii. efforts. .V Throughout thii extraordinarily^di fficult ^-^^ . 
period^ We have pursued -and will, continue to pursue-' every ' possible 
aJcnue to 'secure the""i'clca3e of the hostaoes. In these efforts, 
the support of the toerican people and of our frJends throughout . 
the world has been a most cfucial elcrr.ent- That support of ot.her 

/nations is even more iinr>ort ant now. v:e vill r.cek to continue, along 
with other nations and with the officSDls of Iran, a prorpt ; 

: resolution of the crisis without any loss of life and through .. . 
peaceful and diplor>atic Jaeans-^ ■ ; - ' ^^fy^--^^ ■'.^^:i--^y 



[ ' '^:Thank, you very much- 



(7:07 A.M. EST) 
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